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with the purpose of establishing more fre-
quent elections, imposing restrictions on
State debt, and creating biannual legislative
sessions for the Indiana General Assembly,
and as of November 2016, the Indiana State
Constitution of 1850, as amended, still gov-
erns the State of Indiana;

Whereas, in 1888, Benjamin Harrison was
the first and only Hoosier to be elected
President;

Whereas, since 1869, 5 Hoosiers have served
the United States as Vice President, and in
2016, the sixth Hoosier to serve as Vice Presi-
dent was elected;

Whereas in celebration of the centennial of
the State of Indiana, a design competition
for the State flag was held, and the design by
Paul Hadley was chosen for its stoic sym-
bolism, including—

(1) the torch that stands for liberty and en-
lightenment;

(2) the rays that signify that knowledge
and freedom are available for all Hoosiers;

(3) the 18 small stars that correspond to
the States in the Union before the State of
Indiana; and

(4) the 19th and largest star that represents
the State of Indiana;

Whereas, the Indiana General Assembly
adopted the flag designed by Paul Hadley as
the flag of the State of Indiana in 1917;

Whereas, in 1937, by the direction of a reso-
lution of the Indiana General Assembly, ‘‘the
Crossroads of America’ became the official
motto of the State of Indiana because the
city of Indianapolis serves as an intersection
of several major interstate highways that
link—

(1) Hoosiers throughout the State of Indi-
ana; and

(2) individuals across the United States;

Whereas the seal of the State of Indiana—

(1) was approved by the Indiana General
Assembly in 1963 and originated from a lin-
eage of designs dating back to the period
during which Indiana was a territory of the
United States;

(2) illustrates a scene from the pioneer era
of—

(A) a woodsman cutting into 1 of 2 syca-
more trees;

(B) a buffalo in the foreground jumping
over a log; and

(C) the sun beginning to set behind 3 hills
in the background;

Whereas residents of the State of Indiana
embrace the nickname for the State of Indi-
ana, ‘‘the Hoosier State’’, pride for the term
‘“‘Hoosier” is deeply rooted in the history of
the State of Indiana, and Hoosiers bear the
nickname proudly;

Whereas May 29, 2016, marked the 100th
running of the Indianapolis 500, which is a
great source of pride to all residents of the
State of Indiana because of its influential
role in shaping and defining the city of Indi-
anapolis and the State of Indiana;

Whereas the Indiana Bicentennial Commis-
sion was established in December of 2011
with the objective of honoring the 200 years
of history of the State of Indiana;

Whereas the Indiana Bicentennial Commis-
sion has 4 key pillars, which are—

(1) historical celebration;

(2) youth and education;

(3) nature conservation; and

(4) community involvement;

Whereas, to achieve its 4 main directives,
the Indiana Bicentennial Commission has
several major projects, including—

(1) a Bicentennial Nature Trust that allo-
cates $30,000,000 in matching funds to acquire
land statewide for the purposes of recreation
and conservation;

(2) the construction of a Statehouse Edu-
cation Center in the Indiana State Library;

(3) the building of a Bicentennial Plaza on
the west side of the Statehouse that features
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art and improves public access to the sur-
rounding governmental buildings; and

(4) the construction of a new facility to
house the Indiana State Archives to provide
increased access to the most important docu-
ments of the State of Indiana;

Whereas, on September 9, 2016, a torch
relay began in Corydon, Indiana, and ended
at the Statehouse on October 15, 2016, during
which the torch traveled through all 92 coun-
ties of the State of Indiana in—

(1) an effort to fortify the communal con-
nection of all Hoosiers; and

(2) a symbolic culmination of the series of
celebratory and educational bicentennial
events, concluding on Statehood Day on De-
cember 11, 2016; and

Whereas it is fitting that the bicentennial
of the State of Indiana and the cor-
responding 200 years of rich history are cele-
brated: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes and
commemorates the bicentennial of the State
of Indiana.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 636—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF DECEM-
BER 4 THROUGH DECEMBER 10,
2016, AS “NATIONAL NURSE-MAN-
AGED HEALTH CLINIC WEEK”

Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself and
Mr. MERKLEY) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 636

Whereas nurse-managed health clinics are
nonprofit, community-based health care
sites that offer primary care and wellness
services based on the nursing model;

Whereas the nursing model emphasizes the
protection, promotion, and optimization of
health, the prevention of illness, the allevi-
ation of suffering, and the diagnosis and
treatment of illness;

Whereas an advanced practice nurse leads
each nurse-managed health clinic, and an
interdisciplinary team of highly qualified
health care professionals staffs each nurse-
managed health clinic;

Whereas nurse-managed health clinics
offer a broad scope of services, including
treatment for acute and chronic illnesses,
routine physical exams, immunizations for
adults and children, disease screenings,
health education, prenatal care, dental care,
and drug and alcohol treatment;

Whereas, as of September 2016, approxi-
mately 500 nurse-managed health clinics pro-
vided care across the United States and re-
corded more than 2,500,000 patient encoun-
ters annually;

Whereas nurse-managed health clinics
strengthen the health care safety net by ex-
panding access to primary care and chronic
disease management services for vulnerable
and medically underserved populations in di-
verse rural, urban, and suburban commu-
nities;

Whereas research has shown that nurse-
managed health clinics experience high pa-
tient retention and patient satisfaction
rates, and nurse-managed health clinic pa-
tients, compared to patients of other similar
safety net providers, experience higher rates
of generic medication fills and lower hos-
pitalization rates;

Whereas the 2013 Health Affairs article
“Nurse-Managed Health Centers and Pa-
tient-Homes Could Mitigate Expected Pri-
mary Care Physician Shortage’ highlights
the ability of nurse-managed health clinics
to bring high quality care to individuals who
may not otherwise receive needed services;
and

Whereas nurse-managed health clinics of-
fering both primary care and wellness serv-
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ices provide quality care in a cost-effective
manner: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of December 4
through December 10, 2016, as ‘‘National
Nurse-Managed Health Clinic Week’’;

(2) supports the ideals and goals of Na-
tional Nurse-Managed Health Clinic Week;
and

(3) encourages the expansion of nurse-man-
aged health clinics so that nurse-managed
health clinics may continue to serve as
health care workforce development sites for
the next generation of primary care pro-
viders.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION  637—HON-
ORING THE INDIVIDUALS WHO
LOST THEIR LIVES 1IN THE
TRAGIC FIRE IN OAKLAND, CALI-
FORNIA, ON DECEMBER 2, 2016

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and
Mrs. BOXER) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 637

Whereas, on Friday, December 2, 2016, a
fire broke out at the Ghost Ship, an artist
collective  warehouse located in the
Fruitvale community on 31st Avenue in Oak-
land, California;

Whereas Oakland, California, and its arts
community suffered a horrific tragedy that
evening and continue to mourn the loss of
the individuals who died in the fire;

Whereas, according to city of Oakland offi-
cials, the Ghost Ship warehouse fire is the
deadliest fire in the history of Oakland;

Whereas, according to Alameda County
Sheriff’s Office, as of December 5, 2016, 36 in-
dividuals perished in the fire;

Whereas it took more than 50 firefighters
not less than 4 hours to extinguish the fire
and an aggressive, coordinated effort to se-
cure the scene by—

(1) the Oakland Fire Department;

(2) the Oakland Police Department;

(3) the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office, in-
cluding—

(A) the Coroner’s Bureau; and

(B) the Alameda County Search and Rescue
Unit;

(4) Oakland Public Works;

() the California Governor’s Office of
Emergency Services;

(6) the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives;

(7) the American Red Cross; and

(8) other agencies;

Whereas first responders, firefighters, and
recovery personnel, including agents of the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives, have worked around the clock to
support the families of the victims and the
community;

Whereas first responders and recovery per-
sonnel—

(1) are vital to the ongoing recovery ef-
forts; and

(2) continue to investigate the cause of the
deadly fire; and

Whereas the officials of the city of Oak-
land, California, have worked tirelessly to
heal the community: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors the individuals who lost their
lives in the tragic fire in Oakland, Cali-
fornia, on December 2, 2016;

(2) honors the sacrifice of the first respond-
ers, firefighters, agents of the Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives,
and all individuals who put themselves in
harm’s way to help save lives and continue
to respond to the fire;
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